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May 13, 2026

The Honorable Buffy Wicks

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 8220

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 1540 (Gonzalez, Mark) 988 Press 3 - Support
Dear Chair Wicks,

The Health Officers Association of California (HOAC), which represents the physician health
officers in California’s sixty-one city and county jurisdictions, respectfully writes in support of AB
1540, which would restore the “Press 3” LGBTQ+ Youth Crisis Hotline option through
California’s 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline. This bill would help ensure that LGBTQ+ youth have
access to timely, affirming, and lifesaving mental health crisis intervention.

Since 2022, youth calling 988 could access specialized LGBTQ+ crisis services by pressing “3,”
connecting them to providers trained to address the unique mental health needs of queer youth.
More than 1.5 million contacts relied on this service nationwide, including approximately 73,000
calls from California between July 2024 and June 2025. However, federal termination of these
contracts in 2025 eliminated this specialized support, creating a significant gap in crisis behavioral
health care for a population already facing elevated suicide risk. AB 1540 restores this critical
pathway in California.

This bill addresses a documented public health disparity. According to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, 20% of surveyed students who identified as gay, lesbian, or bisexual
reported attempting suicide, compared to 6% of heterosexual peers, with rates rising to nearly 26%
among transgender high school students. Suicide prevention remains a core priority, and the loss
of specialized services has deepened barriers to care for youth experiencing depression, self-harm,
and crisis situations.

AB 1540 restores a previously successful intervention, closes an urgent access gap in crisis
behavioral health services, and advances health equity for a population with well-documented
mental health disparities. For these reasons, HOAC respectfully urges your support of AB 1540.

Sincerely,

Uit Ol

Isabella Argueta
Director of Legislation
Health Officers Association of California
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