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May 13, 2026

The Honorable Buffy Wicks

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
1021 O Street, Suite 8220

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 1628 (Rodriguez) The Keeping Infants from Danger (K.I.D.) Act - Support
Dear Chair Wicks,

The Health Officers Association of California (HOAC), which represents the physician health
officers in California’s sixty-one city and county jurisdictions, respectfully writes in support of AB
1628, the Keeping Infants from Danger (KID) Act, which would expand California’s Safe Surrender
Law by increasing the age for safely surrendering an infant from 72 hours to 30 days. This bill
reflects current medical understanding of postpartum recovery and strengthens protections for
vulnerable parents and newborns.

California’s Safe Surrender Law has successfully reduced infant abandonments since its
implementation in 2001, with cases declining from 25 in 2002 to six or fewer per year since 2010.
However, California’s current 72-hour surrender window remains among the most restrictive in the
nation, shared by only six states. By comparison, 21 states allow safe surrender within 30 days and
nine states allow up to 60 days. The first days following childbirth are often physically and
emotionally overwhelming, with many parents recovering from birth-related trauma, severe
hormonal changes, postpartum depression, anxiety, and social isolation. The current 72-hour limit
may not provide sufficient time for families in crisis to safely access support and make informed
decisions.

AB 1628 aligns the law with current public health understanding that postpartum depression and
related conditions often emerge well beyond the first few days after birth. Expanding the surrender
period to 30 days provides a safer, more realistic window for intervention, helping prevent unsafe
infant abandonment while protecting maternal and infant health. This bill also supports stronger
coordination among hospitals, local agencies, and child welfare systems serving families during a
highly vulnerable period.

For these reasons, HOAC respectfully urges your support of AB 1628.
Sincerely,

Uikt s

Isabella Argueta
Director of Legislation
Health Officers Association of California
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