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May 13, 2026 

The Honorable Avelino Valencia
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 5510
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: AB 1956 (Valencia) Suicide prevention – Support 

Dear Assemblymember Valencia, 

The Health Officers Association of California (HOAC), which represents the physician health 
officers in California’s sixty-one city and county jurisdictions, respectfully writes in support of AB 
1956, which would strengthen California’s suicide prevention efforts by expanding the Office of 
Suicide Prevention’s priority populations to explicitly include young men and boys. This bill would 
help ensure that statewide prevention strategies better reflect current data and address persistent 
disparities in mental health outcomes. 

Current law authorizes the California Department of Public Health’s Office of Suicide Prevention to 
coordinate statewide assessments, stakeholder engagement, and targeted prevention efforts for high-
risk populations, including youth, Tribal and American Indian communities, veterans, and LGBTQ 
individuals. While existing law identifies youth broadly, it does not explicitly prioritize boys and 
young men, despite evidence that they account for a disproportionate share of suicide deaths and are 
less likely to seek mental health care.  

AB 1956 aligns state suicide prevention efforts with emerging public health data and supports a 
stronger life-course, upstream prevention approach. Explicitly targeting high-risk populations 
enables earlier intervention and better alignment of resources with communities facing the greatest 
risk before crises occur. This improves the effectiveness, equity, and cultural responsiveness of 
prevention strategies while strengthening cross-system coordination and reducing preventable 
deaths. 

AB 1956 strengthens California’s suicide prevention framework by ensuring prevention efforts 
reflect current public health data and reach populations facing the greatest risk. Expanding focus to 
boys and young men experiencing persistent disparities will improve equity, strengthen prevention 
strategies, and support better coordination across systems of care. For these reasons, HOAC 
respectfully urges your support of AB 1956. 

Sincerely,

Isabella Argueta
Director of Legislation
Health Officers Association of California




