HOAC

Officers

Gail Newel, MD, MPH
President
(emeritus)

Ori Tzvieli, MD
President-Elect
Contra Costa County

Nancy Williams, MD, MPH
Past-President/Treasurer
(emeritus)

Aimee Sisson, MD, MPH
Secretary
Yolo County

Directors at Large

Joseph Iser, MD, DrPH, MSc
(emeritus)

Cameron Kaiser, MD
Solano County

Dave Canton, MD, JD
Butte County

Rob Oldham, MD, MSHA
Placer County

Karen Relucio, MD
(emeritus)

Anissa Davis, MD, MPH,
(emeritus)

Eric Sergienko, MD, MPH
(emeritus)

Penny Borenstein, MD, MPH
San Luis Obispo County

Timothy Peters, MD
Tehama County

Maggie Park, MD
San Joaquin County

Staff

Kat DeBurgh, MPH
Executive Director

Dalia Navarro
Director of Operations

Hilary Peery
Meeting Planner

Isabella Argueta
Director of Legislation

Zach Flowers
Legislative Analyst

May 13, 2026

The Honorable Dawn Addis
California State Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 4120
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE:  AB 2486 (Addis) Medi-Cal: Whole Child Model program - Support
Dear Assemblymember Addis,

The Health Officers Association of California (HOAC), which represents the physician health
officers in California’s sixty-one city and county jurisdictions, respectfully writes in support of AB
2486, which strengthens oversight of the California Children’s Services (CCS) program by extending
and expanding the statewide CCS advisory group. This bill preserves an essential accountability
structure for children with complex medical needs and supports stronger monitoring of access,
quality, and outcomes across the program.

The CCS program serves children and youth under age 21 with qualifying medical conditions, while
the Whole Child Model (WCM) allows Medi-Cal managed care plans in designated counties to
provide CCS treatment services to eligible children. Existing law requires the Department of Health
Care Services to maintain a statewide WCM stakeholder advisory group, but that body is set to
sunset on December 31, 2026. AB 2486 removes the sunset, renames the body as the CCS Advisory
Group, expands membership to include CCS clients not enrolled in managed care, former CCS
clients, and caregivers of former clients, and requires DHCS to consult the group on both WCM
and the CCS Classic program. The bill also requires biennial reports to the Legislature beginning in
2027 on program implementation, monitoring, and outcomes.

County public health departments remain the historical and operational home of CCS
administration, and county CCS programs and county-employed pediatric specialists continue to
anchor this service network. Local health departments, MCAH directors, and health officers have
direct visibility into access gaps, care coordination challenges, and health outcomes for this high-
need pediatric population. Sustained stakeholder oversight is especially important for low-income
families and communities of color, who are disproportionately represented among CCS-eligible
children and rely on strong accountability to ensure equitable access to services.

AB 2486 preserves the only formal statewide oversight structure for CCS, strengthens equity
monitoring, and improves accountability without creating new county costs or local program
requirements. For these reasons, HOAC respectfully urges your support of AB 2486.

Sincerely,

Uit (b

Isabella Argueta
Director of Legislation
Health Officers Association of California
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