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June 22, 2026  
 
The Honorable Demon Connolly      
Assembly Committee on Environmental Safety and Toxic Materials 
1021 O Street, Room 5240 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
RE:  SB 811 (Caballero) Hazardous materials: metal shredding facilities—  
 OPPOSE UNLESS AMENDED 
 
Dear Assemblymember Connolly,  
 
On behalf of the Health Officers Association of California (HOAC), which represents 
California’s 61 city and county physician health officers, we must respectfully 
oppose SB 811 unless amended.  
 
Local health officers are concerned that SB 811 would codify certain metal shredder 
residues as non-hazardous waste outside of the existing hazardous waste 
regulatory process. Metal shredding facilities can pose serious public health risks, 
particularly when fires, releases, or other incidents affect nearby communities. 
These risks are especially concerning for communities already burdened by 
environmental exposures. 
 
SB 811 also risks creating confusion for local agencies during emergencies. Local 
fire departments, environmental health programs, emergency responders, and 
public health officials need clear material classifications and clear response 
standards when responding to fires, releases, cleanup, and community notification. 
State law should strengthen that clarity, not create a separate framework that may 
be harder to interpret during an incident. 
 
HOAC does not oppose the development of alternative management standards for 
metal shredder waste. However, those standards should be established by the 
Department of Toxic Substances Control through regulation, with appropriate 
technical review, transparency, and public input. 
 
For these reasons, HOAC respectfully requests amendments to remove the 
statutory alternative management framework in SB 811 and instead require DTSC 
to adopt appropriate regulations governing metal shredder waste. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Isabella Argueta  
Director of Legislation  
Health Officers Association of California  


